BY-LAWS

OF THE

FRANKLIN 

COUNTY 

FIRE CHIEFS ASSOCIATION, INCORPORATED

ARTICLE I - MEMBERSHIP
SECTION  1: ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP: Active membership shall be granted to any person who has been elected or appointed Fire Chief, Deputy Fire Chief, Assistant Fire Chief, Captain, and/or Lieutenant in any Fire Company/Department meeting the criteria of ARTICLE II, SECTION 1: of the CONSTITUTION any elected or appointed chairperson of a committee within the association.

SECTION  2: ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP: An associate (non voting) membership shall be granted to the following;

A. The Pennsylvania State Fire Marshall serving Franklin County; 

B. Director, Franklin County Emergency Management Agency; 

C. Director, Franklin County Emergency communications Center;  

D. A representative of the Franklin County Emergency Medical Services Council;  

E. A representative of the Franklin County Fire Police, Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC);

F. Members of the Franklin County Public Safety Training Center’s Advisory Committee and;

G. All retired Chief Officers formerly members of the Association.

SECTION 3: The FCFCA will not discriminate in regard to race, creed, color, sex or national origin.

ARTICLE II-OFFICERS

SECTION 1: The Officers of the Association shall consist of;

A. Chairperson

B. Vice-Chairperson

C. Secretary

D. Treasurer

E. Assistant Treasurer, in accordance to Article 3, Section 5.
F. Two (2) Directors 

G. Training Coordinator, appointed by Board of Directors

SECTION 2: The term of office will be one year.

SECTION 3: The chairperson shall be an ex-officio member of all committees.

SECTION 4: All vacancies, except the position of Training Coordinator shall be filled, by vote of the membership, at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Association.

ARTICLE III-DUTIES OF OFFICERS                                 

SECTION  1: CHAIRPERSON: The chairperson shall have general supervision of all the affairs of the Association.

                      (a)
Shall call the meeting to order.

                      (b)
Announce the sequence of business.

                      (c)
Recognize members requesting the floor.

                      (d)
State and put to vote all motions legitimately brought before the Association.

(e)
Expedite the business before the Association in a  manner compatible with the rights of the membership.

(f)
Declare the meeting adjourned on the vote of the membership.

(g)
Appoint committee(s) as needed.
SECTION  2: VICE-CHAIRPERSON: The Vice Chairperson shall serve in the absence of the Chairperson.  In the case of 
resignation, death, etc. of the Chairperson the Vice Chairperson shall fill the unexpired term of office of the Chairperson.

SECTION  3: SECRETARY: The Secretary is the recording officer and the custodian of Association records.  Duties will include:

(a)
Keep minutes of all meetings.

(b) 
Keep up to date membership roster.

(c)  
Keep a file of all committee  reports.

(d)  
Send out notices, to all members, of all meetings, scheduled.

(e)
Shall, in the absence of the Chairperson and Vice Chairperson, serve as presiding officer at meetings of the Association.  
SECTION 4: TREASURER: The Treasurer shall receive all monies payable to F.C.F.C.A. and safeguard such 
monies, to maintain auditable financial records and dispense monies only by vote of the association.                                                                 

          (a)
Treasurer has authority to spend $150.00 with out approval

(b)
Treasurer should be bonded for a minimum of $100.000.

SECTION 5: ASSISTANT TREASURER: The Assistant Treasurer shall be selected from the Public Safety Training Center’s Advisory Committee. This individual shall receive all monies payable to the Training Center project, and safeguard such monies to maintain auditable financial records and dispense of monies only on approval of the Advisory Committee and the Association. 

(a)
The Assistant Treasurer shall be included in the bond for the Treasurer for a minimum of $100,000.00.
ARTICLE IV-ELECTIONS AND MEETINGS                                 

SECTION 1: Nomination and election of Association Officers shall be conducted by the membership at the January meeting.

SECTION 2: Voting shall be done by paper ballot with the Chairperson breaking any ties. The membership may authorize the Secretary to cast the ballot for the members should there only be one candidate nominated.

SECTION 3: Any member of the Association that has served as a Chief officer of a department as established in Article II, Section I of the Constitution shall be eligible to hold office. 
SECTION 4: Regular monthly meetings will be held on the last Tuesday of the month at an announced location.  If deemed necessary for the good of the Association, the Chairperson may call a special meeting on 48 hours notification of the membership.

SECTION 5: Members representing seven (7) Companies/Departments two (2) of which must be elected Officers, of the Franklin County Fire Chiefs Association, shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.  A lesser number shall have the right to adjourn or postpone the meeting.

ARTICLE  IX                                  

DISSOLUTION
SECTION  1:

In the event of dissolution of the Association due to lack of interest or on vote of the Membership, all monies on hand will be distributed evenly to the Companies/Departments whose representatives have attended at least Fifty (50) percent of the meetings during the past two (2) years.
ARTICLE V-VOTING PRIVILEGES                                

SECTION 1: Each Company/Department, per ARTICLE II SECTION II of the Constitution, shall be entitled to one vote on motions brought before the Association.

SECTION 2: The Senior Officer present from each Company/Department shall cast the vote for the Company/Department.

SECTION 3: Voting members of the Association shall be companies 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12,  13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 21, and Station 4, as defined in ARTICLE II, SECTION II of the Constitution.

SECTION 4: A roll call vote will be taken for all major items of business.  Majority vote rules. In the event of a tie, the Chairperson shall cast the deciding vote

ARTICLE  VI

COMMITTEES

SECTION  1:

The standing committees shall be;

(a)  Communications Committee.

(b)  Training Committee.

(c)  Constitution and By-Laws Committee.

SECTION  2:

The standing committees shall be appointed by the chairperson at the first regularly scheduled meeting following the election of officers, and shall serve until their successors appointed or they are discharged by the Chairperson.

SECTION  3:

Special committees may be appointed by the Chairperson as the need arises. They shall 
serve until their business is completed or they are discharged by the Chairperson.

SECTION  4:

Each committee, when practical, shall consist of at least three (3) members, each representing a different Company/Department.

SECTION  5:

All committees will report at all monthly meetings.

SECTION 6:


A sub-committee of the Training Committee will be the Franklin County Public Safety Training Center’s Advisory Committee, as defined in Article X of these By-Laws.
ARTICLE  VII

ORDER OF BUSINESS

SECTION  1: 

The order of business for the Association shall be;

           
(a)
Call to order

(b)
Roll call of Companies/Departments

(c)
Reading of previous minutes

(d)
Reading of correspondence

(e)
Report of officers

  
                    
(1)
Chairperson

(3)
Secretary

(2)
Vice Chairperson
(4)
Treasurer

(f)
Committee reports

                      
(1) .  Training 

(3) .  Constitution and By-Laws

(2) .  Communications 
(4) .  AD HOC (special) committees

(g)
Old business

(h)
New business

(i)
Good of the Association

(j)
Adjournment

ARTICLE  VIII

AMENDMENTS
SECTION  1:

This Constitution and these By-Laws may be altered, amended, or revised at any regularly scheduled meeting, providing that such alteration amendment, or revision is submitted to the Secretary in writing and is signed by at least seven (7) members in good standing.

SECTION  2:

The Secretary will deliver the alteration, amendment, or revision to the Constitution and By-Laws Committee for review.

SECTION  3:  

The Constitution and By-Laws Committee will review the proposed alteration, amendment, or revision for legality and return them to the Secretary for notification of the membership.

SECTION  4: 

The Secretary will insure that each member Company/Department receives a copy of the proposed change and that each individual member receives notification of the impending vote at least thirty (30) days prior to the next regularly scheduled meeting.

SECTION  5: 

A two-thirds (2/3) majority affirmative vote of the eligible voters present will be required for adoption of the proposed alteration, amendment or revision.

SECTION  6: 

The adopted alteration, amendment, or revision will become effective immediately unless, the specific time for adoption is stated in the change.

ARTICLE  IX                                  

DISSOLUTION
SECTION  1:

In the event of dissolution of the Association due to lack of interest or on vote of the Membership, all monies on hand will be distributed evenly to the Companies/Departments whose representatives have attended at least Fifty (50) percent of the meetings during the past two (2) years.
ARTICLE X.

FRANKLIN COUNTY PUBLIC SAFETY TRAINING 
CENTER’S BOARD OF DIRECTORS

SECTION 1: MEMBERS 
The Franklin County Public Safety Training Center’s Board of Directors shall be comprised of fifteen (15) members. Of those members six (6) shall be members of the Franklin County Fire Chiefs Association membership including the Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, Secretary, Treasurer and two members of the Association. The remaining nine (9) members shall be selected from the citizens who reside or are employed or have businesses within the various regions of Franklin County by the Franklin County Fire Chiefs Association, Incorporated Board of Directors. For the purposes of the initial establishment of the Board, the current members of the Advisory Board shall be members selected from Franklin County and shall serve for the term set forth in Article X, Section 2.5 of these By-laws.
SECTION 2:OFFICERS
 The Board of Directors shall at its January meeting elect by a majority vote of the entire membership the Executive Committee which shall be comprised of the following officers: Chairperson, a Vice Chairperson, Secretary, Assistant Secretary and Assistant Treasurer.
1. The Chairperson shall be elected to a two (2) year term in odd numbered years. No individual shall serve more than two (2) consecutive terms as chairperson.

2. The Vice Chairperson shall be elected to a two (2) year term in even numbered years. No individual shall serve more than two (2) consecutive terms as Vice Chairperson.

3. The Secretary, Assistant Secretary and Assistant Treasurer shall be elected annually.

4. The nine (9) members at large shall be appointed by the Franklin County Fire Chiefs Association Incorporated Board of Directors to three (3) year terms with three (3) members’ terms commencing in 2009; three (3) members’ terms commencing in 2010 and three (3) members’ terms commencing in 2011.

5. The Training Officer shall be annually appointed by the Franklin County Fire Chiefs Association Incorporated Board of Directors. 

SECTION 3: PURPOSE 
The purpose of the Franklin County Public Safety Training Center Board of Directors is to operate, manage, promote, plan, develop, improve and maintain the Franklin County Public Safety Training Center.
SECTION 4: FRANKLIN COUNTY PUBLIC SAFETY TRAINING CENTER’S BOARD OF DIRECTOR BY-LAWS 
The Board of Directors shall develop its own by-laws. The by-laws may be amended by a majority vote of a quorum of the membership of the Franklin County Public Safety Training Center’s Board of Directors at a regularly scheduled meeting or special meeting as permitted under these By-laws.

SECTION 5: MEETINGS 

The Board of Directors shall meet for the purpose of reorganization on the third Wednesday of January of each year at 7:00 p.m. at the Franklin County Public Safety Training Center. The Board of Directors shall establish its annual meeting schedule for the remainder of each year and elect its officers at said meeting. Special meeting may be called by the President or at the request of a minimum of three members of the Board. Notice of a special meeting shall be given to the membership at least three business days (Monday through Friday) prior to holding the special meeting.

SECTION 6: VACANCIES 
Franklin County Fire Chiefs Association Incorporated Board of Directors shall appoint members to fill vacancies on the Board of Directors and shall act to appoint vacancies so that no membership position is vacant for a period in excess of sixty (60) consecutive days.

SECTION 7: MONIES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
The Board of Directors shall maintain all bank accounts and funds designated for use or benefit of the Franklin County Public Safety Center including all grants, donations or income derived from any source.

SECTION 8: ASSISTANT TREASURER BOND 
The Assistant Treasurer of the Board of Directors shall be bonded in the amount of ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND ($100,000.00) DOLLARS or such other amount as may be required by a financial institution, lender or public entity.

